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Celebrating 40 Years of Citizen Advocacy
SURROUNDED BY LOVE
Angie and Nancy met in 2010 when Angie was asked to be Nancy’s Representative Payee to resolve social security
issues. Over the years, Angie and Nancy became close and the two share a special bond.
But one has to go further back to really know Nancy. Adopted as a baby in New Jersey, Clayton Carter brought
home the beautiful little girl to her new family. Over the years, Nancy, full of spirit, grew up in a very typical environment. All this changed when Nancy was 13 years old – she was involved in a serious car accident that nearly took
her life. After being in a coma for 6 months and having several surgeries, Nancy experiences a traumatic brain injury.
After the accident, Nancy was introduced to Barbara Littlefield (in 1985) and the two have been close ever since. In
2010, she met Angie through citizen advocacy as well and the two became fast friends. After her Mom and Dad
passed, Nancy remained with her last living relative, her brother Charlie. Tragically, Charlie passed away last May,
and Nancy had to move into a nursing home, a very difficult time for her. Angie and new advocate Leila are looking
for ways to get Nancy federal funding so that she can move into a more home-like setting.
Nancy and her advocates share a bond motivated by love; Nancy attended the Cherry Blossom Festival this year
and enjoyed a brunch with Angie on Easter morning. Nancy has also traveled to the Capitol in Atlanta to lobby for
more funding for those who experience disabilities.

Why Citizen Advocacy Matters
What They Say

What the Advocate
Sees

The nursing home says
that Nancy is hard to
understand

Angie knows that, if she
takes the time, Nancy is
clear in her thoughts and
in expressing them
Nancy knows EVERYTHING that’s going on

The nursing home says
that Nancy doesn’t know
what’s going on
The nursing home thinks
no one cares about
Nancy
The nursing home wanted
a Do Not Resuscitate order

Angie cares, and so does
Barbara, Leila and many
others
Nancy’s brother would not
have wanted that and neither do all the people who
love her
Those who love Nancy
know that a small room
with a steel bed is not a
home.

The nursing home says
that Nancy’s room is her
home
Nancy Carter and Angie Coggins
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C O MMU NI T Y C U R R E N T S

Medical Model Creates the “Us vs. Them” Situation in Disability Services
Disability is not a medical nor a health question. It is a policy or political issue. A disability comes not from the existence of an impairment, but from the reality of building codes, educational practices, stereotypes, prejudicial public
officials (judges, administrators, direct care workers), ignorance, and oppression which results in some people facing
discrimination while others benefit from those acts of discrimination.
Cardol et al. almost agree with that definition of disability. They appear to agree that disability is a policy or political
issue.
Although they seem to recognize the policy implications of what they are studying, they cannot escape the medical
model which then warps what they do. In the medical model, the “patient” must obey the “professional” in order to
become well. While a “patient,” the person is excused from social responsibilities and having no social responsibilities, the person has no social or civic rights. In this model, the “patient” (the person with the disability) has no independent right to make decisions. The fact is that the person with the disability will never be “well” and will therefore
never have the right to make independent decisions.
Instead, the “professional” will always play a role in determining what the “patient” should and should not, can and
cannot do. It is perpetual paternalism for the purposes of control which establishes an “us versus them” situation.
Professionals administer questionnaires to categorize people with disabilities. The questions and assumptions of
these questionnaires are based upon a false professionalism, upon the need to intervene in the lives of people with
disabilities, and to keep control of the “patients” while the search goes on for a “cure.”
Dr. David Pfeiffer
Clinical Commentary
The Categorization and Control of People with Disabilities.

Free Event

Congratulations!

Second Annual Gospel Benefit Concert
Saturday, September 8, 2018
4pm at Center Hill Baptist Church
1555 May Avenue, Macon Ga.

The triplets graduated from Westside High
School on May 24, 2018 and are about to embark on their new lives! Antwan, Alexia and
Alicia have all enjoyed beautiful relationships
with their advocates since they were children
and all are very proud of these young peoples’
accomplishments!

Please join Macon Bibb Citizen Advocacy for our Second Annual Gospel Benefit Concert. Featuring the
best choirs in Macon, enjoy the amazing voices of
Lizzie Chapel Baptist Church; Union Baptist
Church; Mt. Vernon Baptist Church; Center Hill
Baptist Church; and St. John Baptist Church with a
special appearance by gospel sensation Soul’s Desire,
this event is free to all.

C O MMU NI T Y C U R R E N T S
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BOARD OF DIRCTORS

Theatre Macon Fundraiser

Connie Flair, Board Chair
Connelly Poole, Treasurer
Kendra Russell, Secretary
Larry Bond
Tom Ellington
Jeff Paschke

Members at Large
Jim Crisp
Sandy Flatau
David Mann
David G. Nelson
Jodi Palmer

Our fundraiser event at Theatre Macon was a tremendous success
(special thanks to Jim Crisp)! Our wine and cheese reception at The
Hummingbird Stage and Taproom was enhanced by the soothing sounds
of the Blue Sky Blue band, followed by the tremendous talent of the actors in the theatre’s production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Having
held this fundraiser at Theatre Macon for a number of years, we hope
that many more events are in our future!

Rabbi Aaron Rubinstein
STAFF
Amanda Smith, Coordinator
Cindy Tengelsen, Office Manager

“I refuse to allow a disability to determine how I
live my life. There is only
one way to go in life and
that’s forward.”
Christopher Reeve

“The only disability in life is a
bad attitude.”
Unknown

“I would rather walk with a friend in the
dark, than alone in the light.”
Helen Keller

“The problem is not the person’s disability.
The problem is society’s view of the person’s abilities.”

Anonymous

MACON/BIBB CITIZEN ADVOCACY,
INC.

An Invitation to Action

613 Cherry Street
Macon, Georgia 31201

Citizen Advocacy is an opportunity to stand by, for
and with another person, taking action to ensure a
better life and an enrichment of opportunity for a
person who may, because they have a disability,
have been subject to isolation and segregation, rejection and abuse, poverty and injustice.

Phone: 478-743-1521
E-mail: asmithmbca@bellsouth.net

CITIZEN ADVOCACY
A Valued Citizen, unpaid and independent
of human services, creates a relationship
with a person who has a developmental
disability and is at risk of social exclusion.
The citizen advocate represents and responds to that person’s interests, and
brings the gifts and concerns of the person
into circles of ordinary community life.
Donate online at:
maconbibbcitizenadvocacy.org
or by mail to:
Macon/Bibb Citizen Advocacy
613 Cherry Street
Macon, Georgia 31201
We welcome and depend on your support!

Thank You
Citizen Advocacy is a community-strengthening endeavor that depends on the support of local citizens. All investments directly
benefit the Macon/Bibb County community. Our thanks to these folks who have invested from January 2016 through May 2018.
INDIVIDUALS

Julie Fortney

Jack & Susan Poole

Peyton Anderson Foundation

BUSINESSES &

Brian P. Adams, LLC

Donald & Alicia Hicks

John & Terri Ramsey

CHURCHES

CORPORATIONS

Ken & Martie Banks

Lindsay & Marie Holliday

Adah Roberts

Center Hill Baptist Church

Blue Sky Blue

Phillip Bean

Thomas & Charlotte Hope

Patrick & Kathy Roche

Congregation Sha’Arey Israel

GEICO

Al Bond

James & Joan Huffman

Reginald & Kendra Russell

Macon Civic Club

Phil Bond

Ashley & Mary Hurt

Bert & Edith Schwartz

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
Church

Charles Brittain
Katina Clay
Angie Coggins
Pam White-Colbert

Hetty Jardine
Lori Johnson
A. Joi Jones
Richard & Sandra Keil

Tanya Sharon
Margaret Symington
Cindy Tengelsen
Nancy Terrill

Ruth Cotton

Eleanor Lane

Rev. Ronald Toney

Charles & Carol Dunn

Amber Lawson, D.M.D

Emory & Genevieve Whitaker

Bob & Linda Easter

Cheryl Moore

John Willingham

Tom & Thalia Eden

Alan & Lynn Neal

Meridith Woodruff

Edgar & Judy Ennis

John & Dianne Newsom

GRANTS/CONTRACTS

Rev. Henry Ficklin

Dr. & Mrs. Charles Ogburn, Jr.

/FOUNDATIONS

Carl & Connie Flair

Jeff & Laura Paschke

Community Foundation

Bill & Sandy Flatau

Kelly Philbrick

The Georgia Advocacy Office

Arja Forester

Connelly Poole

Macon/Bibb County Commission

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
Kingdom Life Church
The Link Baptist Church
Lizzie Chapel Baptist Church

Macon Magazine
Mann Law Firm
New Town Macon
qb Enterprise, LLC

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church

Rodgers Redding &
Associates

New Piney Grove Baptist
Church

Southern Graphic
Designs

Pitts Chapel United Methodist Church

Sun Trust Bank

Soul’s Desire
Union Baptist Church
United Community Church
Victory Deliverance Evangelistic Church

Theatre Macon
The Hummingbird

